ADVENT

2020

The Coming of the Lord

Dear Friends,

Happy New Year! While a month yet remains in the civil year, Our Universal Church is celebrating the beginning of a New Liturgical Year with the First Sunday of Advent this Sunday 29 November 2020. Advent — from the Latin ad venio, “to come” — is the liturgical season anticipating the Adventus Domini, the "Coming of the Lord.” While the days grow shorter and colder, we prepare for the “Son of Justice” who comes to kindle our hearts with his light and his love.

How we need His Light and Love more than ever before, while we continue to live through this pandemic of COVID-19! We are a people of Hope and there is wonderful rejoicing going on around the world that we have in our sight a number of vaccines. Were not they’re yet! We need to go cautiously and wait until those vaccines become available. In the mean time we have so much to do to prepare our souls!

As we enter this Prayerful Season of Advent, we are invited to prepare a way for the Lord, a pathway that leads us to him. And there are a number of ways in which we can do this. This last liturgical year we have been focused on ‘The Word, The God Who Speaks!’ Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The word of God shapes our prayer and worship. The Bible shows us how to understand the world, how we are called to live and relate to each other.
Today Jesus speaks those same words to you: “Take heart, I am here with you, allow me to enter and your life will change”. That is why the Lord gives you his word, so that you can receive it like a love letter…’ Pope Francis I
The Eternal Word, who is outside of time, became Incarnate in time, thereby making all time sacred. In this season of Advent, we await the coming of Christ on all the levels which we experience time: in the past — as a babe in the stable of Bethlehem; in the present — as grace in our souls; and in the future — as the Judge at the end of time.

The Advent season is filled with preparation and expectation. Everyone is getting ready for Christmas — shopping and decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we are so busy with the material preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our Celebration: the Word made flesh coming to dwell among us. 

We Christians are urged to preserve the spiritual focus of Christmas amidst the prevailingly secular and consumer-driven society we live in.

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us strive to keep Advent a season of waiting and longing, of conversion and hope, meditating often on the incredible love and humility of our God in taking on flesh of the Virgin Mary. 

The prophecies of Isaiah are read often during the Advent season, but all of the readings of Advent focus on the key figures of the Old and New Testaments who were prepared and chosen by God to make the Incarnation possible: the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John the Baptist, St. Joseph, Sts. Elizabeth and Zechariah. The expectancy heightens from December 17 to December 24 when the Liturgy resounds with the seven magnificent Messianic titles of the O Antiphons.

We celebrate the special feasts of the Immaculate Conception, the patroness of the United States of America, on December 8, and Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, on December 12. Other saints’ days traditionally associated in with our preparation for Christmas include St. Nicholas, patron saint of children whose feast falls on December 6, and the saint of light, St. Lucy on December 13.

Let us not forget to prepare a peaceful place in our hearts wherein our Saviour may come to dwell anew and make his home in us. And let us focus on the Word of God and his Saints, and allow God’s Word and the inspiration of his Saints to support and direct our spiritual energy in the direction that will lead us to the Christ Child this Christmas!

Have a blessed and holy Advent and let us remember each other in our prayers!   John

christmas/new year masses 

The ‘obligation’ to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of obligation will remain suspended for the time being, we know that many individuals and family groups will want to go to Mass at Christmas. But with restricted numbers allowed in Churches at the moment to follow safety measures due to Covid 19 we will add extra Masses during the Octave days where you can come and celebrate the mystery of Christmas at any of the Masses during the Octave days. The following Masses will be said this year, so if you would like to come to a Christmas Mass please book on one of the following:

CHRISTMAS EVE THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 4.30.PM

Holy Cross 6.30.PM

CHRISTMAS MORNING FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 10.00.AM

Holy Cross 11.15.AM

THE FEAST OF SAINT STEPHEN SATURDAY 26 DEC

PRIVATE 

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY, SUNDAY 27 DEC

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 10.00.AM

Holy Cross 11.15.AM

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS MONDAY 28 DEC

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 10.00.AM
THE FEAST OF THE SAINT THOMAS OF BECKET BISHOP AND MARTYR, TUESDAY 29 DEC

No Public Mass

SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS WEDNESDAY 30 DEC HOL

Holy Cross 10.00.AM

SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS THURSDAY 31 DEC

No Public Mass

NEW YEARS DAY FRIDAY 1 JANUARY 2021 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD HOLY MASS

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 10.00.AM
